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The meeting on the Prospect of EU-China Urbanisation Cooperation was
held in Shanghai on 31 March within the framework of the “2013 China
International Urbanisation Forum”. More than a hundred participants
(government officials, mayors, urban experts, scholars, civilian representatives
and entrepreneurs) from Europe and China attended the event to discuss
problems faced by China and Europe in terms of urbanisation and ways of

dealing with these challenges.

» TRANSITION TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE SOCIETIES: THE
EU-CHINA URBANISATION COOPERATION IS IMPERATIVE

Pierre Calame (President of the China-Europa Forum Foundation):

The transition towards sustainable societies will definitely be the major
issue of the 21th century and when looking at this transition, four different
dimensions can be found: building a global community, a revolution of
responsibility, a revolution of governance, a new economic model. Cities will

be at the forefront of this transition.

It is exactly the situation we have with China and Europe, and we have to
sit on the same side of the table and say: “there is no predefined solution on

sustainable society, sustainable cities, we have to build that.”
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MA Li (Deputy Inspector, the Foreign Atfairs Division of the National
Development and Reform Commission(NDRC)):

The European urbanisation had started since the British Industrial Revolution
in the mid-18th century, from which Europe has accumulated a wealth of
experiences. However today, it faces new challenges. Despite its late start and
many unresolved problems and the challenges ahead, China’s urbanisation is
bringing enormous opportunities for development. The EU-China urbanisation

cooperation conforms to the common interests of China and Europe.

Pedro Ballesteros (International relations Officet, DG Enetgy, the European
Union):

We can offer a lot of experience because our history is based on extremely
diverse bottom-up approaches, and we are proud of this. One thing that we can
share with you is to try to entail this same feeling of diversity, and you should
not try to look for a single model because it is good that people are looking for
good solutions, different solutions. We do not have a model, we have what we
found and what our people have in dream.

The problem is that the model of development you are taking is a model that
is imitating us! In our good aspects and in our bad aspects. The world cannot
afford this. This is the most important reason for the European Union to be
here, to continue to be here for many years and to help you with our heart
and our possibilities because we atre firmly convinced that the survival of the

European Union absolutely depends on the good model of urbanisation in China.

QIU Aijun (Deputy Director General, China Center for Urban
Development, NDRC):

China’s urbanisation faces many challenges, the biggest one being the
population issue, followed by “differentiated” public services, the issue of
the extensive use of utban and rural construction lands, and the inequality of
opportunities for small and medium-sized cities and small towns.

In a new process of urbanisation, one of China’s priorities is to improve the
quality of urbanisation, and focus on the migrant population and migrant

workers.

» CONCEPT INNOVATION IN URBANISATION

Jacques Saint Marc (Deputy delegate of French Inter-ministerial Steering

Committee):

Increasing population has put great pressure on the land use. More and more
people are going to live in cities, in 2050 we could have an urbanisation rate of
more than 60 %. So the question for urban planners is cities or urbanisation?
There is a difference. Therefore we have to consider the population density,
and that daily services should be at walking distance and there should be a good

transportation system.
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ZHANG Renbiao (Professor, Director, Urban Sociology Institute, Tongji
University):

Modern urbanisation development has three basic principles: in terms of
physical-geographical space, we have to go beyond the technology-orientation,
and return to the people-orientation; in terms of economic-political space, we
have to abandon the consumerism, and try to achieve sustainable development;
and in terms of cultural-mental space, we have to resolve cultural conflicts

before answering urban and rural issues.

PAN Haixiao (Professor, Department of Urban Planning, Tongji University):

A fundamental change needed in researches on urban transport is the shift
from “car-orientated” resource intensive city to “people-oriented” green
urbanisation. We are now in the critical period of the establishment of an urban
spatial structure and a new transportation system, the realization of green

urbanisation needs the overall techniques and strategies.

ZHANG Jun (Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Tongji
University):

China’s cities are very densely populated areas - people do not have much
green space to enjoy at home, or enough open space to invite friends at
home. In response to this reality, we proposed Space Reshaping and Social
Reconstruction. On the one hand, modern communities of Chinese cities lack
basic public space and a social mechanism for nurturing communities, while on

the other hand people have a demand for public space.

Hervé Philippe (CEO of Le Pont des Arts(LPDA)):

Standards constitute a good platform to support cooperation and technology
transfer between Furope and China, but we have to be careful because, at the
same time, standards are very good barriers between countries. So we should
encourage cooperation between the standard bodies in Europe and China to

keep open this communication channel.

Technology transfer contains experience and know-how transfer and this
needs time, needs the partners to trust each other and needs a lot of pedagogy.
Moreover, it is the responsibility of the governments and of the large

organisations to provide the right business models.

Maurizio Mariani (President of the Consortium Risteco, Italy):

Until today business activities have traditionally been taking into account
three different resources: financial, technical and human resources. We hope
that from tomorrow onwards human labour is put again at the centre of the
economy. Environment must also be taken into consideration since the first
three ones are not endless resources. Some suggestions are to use taxation as
a lever to encourage the development of an innovative and sustainable food
processing system run by the younger generation and capable of producing
healthy and tasty food for citizens in harmony and in symbiosis with the
territory itself. There is no smart city without food policy as software and food

logistic hubs as hardware to create this symbiosis between rural and urban area

in a clever and sustainable way.
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TAN Xuewen (Associate Research Fellow; Rural Development Institute of
the Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS)):

In the specific context of China’s rapid urbanisation, there are, in fact, a lot of
things that could be done for the sustainability of the Fating City Platform. I
would like to suggest to establish a food safety inspection and testing institution
with the participation of the government and multiple parties. If a consumer is
worried about safety of a particular food, he or she could send the food to this
institution and pay a very small amount of fees to have it tested. Most of the
cost would be borne by this institution. Maybe this could exert heavy pressure
on food production and processing enterprises, and could effectively promote

urban food safety.

Pierre Calame: International experiences on urbanisation

1) We need to understand the urban metabolism. 2) Change cannot be
the result of a political will; it needs to involve all the stakeholders. 3) With
regard to governance, no issue can be solved at one level. 4) Common good
cannot only be produced by public services. 5) The two major institutional
arrangements needed for the future are on one side cities, on the other side
global supply chains. 6) We need to create an approptriate governance regime for
energy and for non-renewable resources. 7) We need to understand irreversible
long-term decisions. We have to move to conceiving cities as ecosystems,
complex biological systems. 8)Developing a new vision of cities and city

planning. And finally, integrating technical progress in this new vision.

» CASE SHARING AND EXPERIENCE EXCHANGES

Pedro Ballesteros:

Now in the Covenant of Mayors there are 4800 cities in 48 countries. There is
the city of London, a very rich, financial centre, and there is the city of Ploiesti
in Romania, in which there are very few cars, and still people riding horses,
but both of them have shared objectives: I want to have my people with good
quality in their houses, and I want to have my people with a certain dignity in
their living, and I want my city to be clean and I don’t want my city industry to
be on top of import, just having industry contaminating and dirty air and dirty
soils. I want to fight climate change upon this, please let me think about my
own piece of land, let me think about my own family, don’t tell me things about
the world, the world is too big, let me think about my own territory and then I

will do it. This is what is the Covenant, this is something that we can share.

Matilda Sanden (Second secretary; Embassy of Sweden):

Sweden has a unique competence in environmental technology and systems
solutions on urban sustainable development. The eco-city of Hammarby
Sjostad is a Swedish planning model and project, but the technologies in the
final product are distinctly European. It is certainly a question about combining
different technical solutions to large systems. The question is how many
different sorts of pulling on the European side could work for the benefit of
sustainable urbanisation in China and for increased Sino-European cooperation

in different forms.
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Pascaline Gaborit (Director, the European New Towns Plattorm (ENTP)):

We have tried to identify some key points about new towns and new districts
that are important to take into account. The first one is the question of
employment and jobs because building new cities is not only about providing
housing this is also about bringing some jobs. The second point will be to
include the maintenance of buildings. Third point, take into account the
changes of society, like the ageing of population, concretely having elevators in
buildings otherwise old people cannot reach their home. And, fourth point to
avoid the speculation and empty buildings. In Europe, most of the time when
we really try to build ecological neighborhoods, we address cases at a small level

rather than a larger development scale.

All new towns want to attract high-tech industries and have hubs, clusters
and a competitive economy. However probably there are solutions in the
diversification of economy: SMEs, creative industries for example; and not only
dependence on one sector especially if it is manufacturing or logistics sectors

which are highly sensitive to the crisis.

Jean René Brunetiere (French Ministry of Ecology, Enetgy, Sustainable

Development and Spatial Planning):

We had a big consultation in France, called “Grenelle”. It was a negotiate
between the State, local authorities, companies, trade-unions, and NGOs to
think about the future of our planet. At the local level, local authorities cannot
act today without discussing with local stakeholders. It is compulsory for each
project impacting the environment, (and even if not compulsory they do it very
often) because the success of projects for nature, for climate change mitigation,
or for quality of life depends on the acceptation by each citizen and on the

good coordination between all the actors.

CHEN Guang (Professot, Dean of School of Public Administration,

Southwest [iaotong University):

First of all, China enters a critical urbanisation period. If there are no
systematic measures for urban development in terms of concept, design,
construction, monitoring and test of the quality management, then the future is
worrying. Secondly, the migrant population faces problems such as employment,
living, children’s education, social secutity, adaptation and integration into the
city life, values conflict with locals and so on. City governors face problems
such as the quality of urbanisation being restricted by excessively gathered
population, the beating capacity of the population, resources and environment,
the economic development capacity, the fair development of people in different
class, etc. We proposed an Index System of Urbanisation Quality to measure
the quality of economic development, social development, resources and

environment and people’s life in the process of urbanisation.
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Edouard Laurent (Project Manager, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
Lausanne (EPFL)):

What did Geneva do to implement the industrial ecology principle? The first
thing was to better understand Geneva’s industrial metabolism. The next steps
included a study on the transportation of goods in and out of Geneva, the
identification of the potential industrial symbiosis in the city, and finally to

communicate with the general public.

XIE Zhongyan (Secretary of Party Work Committee, Administrative
Committee of Changbaishan Nature Reserve, [ilin Provinc):

In my view, the essence of urbanisation cannot be separated from local
residents, the local culture and the local market. Changbaishan was expected to
put ecological protection as its priority, taking a tourism-oriented development
path with the cultural industry, the intellectual industry, the ecological industry,

the health industry, and the green industry as its major industries.

TANG Huadong (Vice Mayor, Qiqihar City, Heilongjiang Province):

In today’s society, is the development of urbanisation bound to go through the
process of industrialization? Is it possible to go from an agricultural society to
an ecologically civilized society? Some places are exploring the development of
eco-economy, which could not only promote economic development, but also

bring ecological benefits.

SHEN Chi (Director of the Institute of Planning, China Center for Urban
Development, NDRC):

How many people can be urbanised in China? There might be nearly 20%
margin in the future, and it would be a new topic of these people’s integration

into urban areas.

XIE Yang (former Deputy Director, Department of Rural Economy,
Development Research Centet, the State Council):

In reality, whether it is to export smart and green products to China, or to
transfer the technologies of these products, or even to make direct investment
in China to develop technologies and produce products, it is necessary to take
the reality seriously: China has a low-income group represented by a huge
number of migrant workers. The new process of urbanisation cannot be
realised without construction efforts of migrant workers, and their income
and employment transformation. It is important to make hundreds of millions

of migrant workers become the backbone to entich the new middle-income

groups.

[ENEEL

— EXPERIENCES FROM EUROPE

On March 31, 2013, Mrs Yang Yanging, host of the Urban Chat Room invited
four European guests to discuss the issues about the China-EU urbanisation

cooperation, the problem faced by China on urbanisation and how to share
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experiences from Europe. The topics touched also about the on-going crisis,

about competitiveness, food safety, innovation, and philosophy.

» Pedro Ballesteros: Design your own country with your own people in
mind

China has been designed as a country to produce a lot of things in a
competitive way and to sell them in the world market. You and your
government can get a lot of money out of this but it has a price, a price that
is not economic, you are paying a price for this in the environment, in social
problems and so on. Basically you are not designing your own country with
your own people in mind, you are not designing what you want for you, you are

designing something that intends to be competitive.

This system of competitiveness among enterprises is only generating disgrace
all over the world, for more than 70 years now. When we are not competitive,
when we are cooperative, we are human beings, we are in another dimension,
we are in harmony, we are looking for peace, we are looking for our values, we
are developing ourselves. I am not saying that we have this in Europe, because
we do not have this in Europe; I am saying that I would like to have this in

China and in Europe.

Now Spain is becoming again competitive. I do not like my country being
competitive, because it means a lot of factories are closing down in China and
being installed again in Spain, because salaries are very low in Spain again, and
because some social rights have been lost. I do not want my country to be
competitive, because people are not happy, because people are going to suffer
again, because a lot of dirty things are going to come again. In the long-term
the only thing that you can be sure of is that your own life is in your own inner
capacity, in your own inner satisfaction, in the quality of the network that you
have created by yourself and in the stability and credibility of the systems that

are taking control of this. Not about competitiveness or economy.

» Marc Glaudemans (Professor of Urban Strategies, Architecture and
Planning, European Urban Design Lab in Tilburg, the Netherlands):
China should think now and plan the aging issue, providing middle-sized

cities that will be liveable 20 -30 years from now

In the long term it is sure that China is becoming an aged society, so you have
to think now and to plan now for the China with relatively old population.
It would be wise to do the exercise from the perspective of not just the
competitive economy but from the perspective of providing cities that will
be liveable 20 years from now or 30 years from now. It has to be a balanced
urban system and balanced cities, and that is I think the key challenge. There
is not one size fits all but in general people in mid-size cities have a very high
quality of life, they spend less time in traffic and they still have access to good
amenities. Certainly from the Dutch perspective it seems to work quite well, we
do not have large cities, we have a very balanced urban system and this creates

quite a high quality of life.
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» Pierre Calame: China and Europe have to invent new paradigm

together, and find their own solutions

Western societies are tired, from the 16th century, in a way, they have lead
the world for the good and for the worst, with the wind in the face like front
runners. Now China will have the wind in the face, now you cannot imitate
anymore, because then you will die. You are becoming together with us, the
front runners, and we have to run together to find new ways. It is changing
everything including the fact that when you want to imitate the Western style
you build just an imitation which has nothing to do with your culture. From the

60s there is no more correlation between material wealth and happiness.

Opver the last 20 years, I learnt that there is no universal model; there is
no such thing as the silly idea of the World Bank about good practices and
good governance. That does not exist. International cooperation is absolutely
essential for any nation or any people to learn and innovate. What we learn
from each other are the major questions we have to solve, eventually I learnt
from my 30 years of international cooperation that it is not the solutions which

are the same, it is the questions.

» Maurizio Mauriani: Food waste is a setious problem, we should

change the economic model and slow down the development process

Since my field is agribusiness and food-processing supplies chains, I should say
that maybe you can learn something from the experience in Europe and also
from the experience of the old occidental countries including USA. We waste a
lot of food, in Europe we produce 900 kg per capita of food, but we will never
be able to eat 900kg of food per capita. We waste quite half of the production
because our model of consumption is crazy. We have the same problem in the
not yet developed countries, where a main part of the food production is lost

for a lack of technology.

Another paradox in our food system is that not only we waste a lot of food
but we also have a big problem that is one of the main challenges for medical
reasons in both Europe and in the USA: obesity. Today we can account in
Europe around 25% of children at a risk of obesity and 15% already being
obese. This costs the sanitary system around 7% of the total expenditure; we
should find a new balance between real economy, human labour, environment

and social inclusion. This is, I think, a good recipe to build our future.

« PRRFEEH SIEFRK WIS EraTT

o EU-CHINA ROUNDTABLE ON URBANISATION, SHANGHAI
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On April 1, more than 30 Chinese and European urban partners shared existing
initiatives and experiences on EU-China urbanisation collaborations. Key issues
included a reflexion on the ways participants could contribute to the EU-China

partnership on urbanisation and how they could work together in the future.

The participants put forward many suggestions: the most important element in
China’s urbanisation process is the talented personnel who not only understands
local features and advantages but also has advanced international concepts; to set
up a database of case studies on urbanisation in China and Europe; to organise
more learning journeys and on-site visits in Europe and place much emphasis on
the learning of quintessence and long-term exchanges; to release a Report of the
Performance of Chinas Urban Development; to include the food dimension and
the Eating City concept in the design and building of new towns in China; and
EU-China exchanges on urbanisation should shift from the technical level to social
and humanistic aspects. Meantime, attentions should also be paid to the integration

of China’s own culture and to the local context.

Collaborations among NGOs of the two sides were highlighted from the
following three aspects: 1) how would European experiences on urbanisation,
urban management and planning be better employed in China? and how could
Chinese cities actually learn these good experiences and methods? 2) how could
European advanced technologies and concepts be combined with the Chinese
market? 3) how to promote and deepen inter-city collaborations and cooperation

between cities and enterprises?

CHEN Yan, Executive President of the CEF, said the CEF would regard
the issue of urbanisation as one of its systematic projects and one of its
comprehensive dialogues. The CEF team would like to build and maintain this
platform to promote better exchanges and dialogues and facilitate pragmatic
projects on urbanisation between Europe and China.
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The First Sino-Europe Debate continued under the theme of Carrying
Forward Humanism and Regenerating European Solidarity in the Faculty of
Humanities, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) on 23 January
2013. The grand event was co-organised by China-Europa Centre of PolyU
and China-Europa Forum, joined by the Institute for Advanced Humanistic
Studies, Peking University, Institute of European Studies of Macau, “Peter
Qiu’s Talk” of the Phoenix Satellite Television and QQ.com. From mainland
China, Hong Kong, Macau and Europe, scholars, professors and Hong
Kong-based European consuls convened to express in-depth thoughts on
the prominence of Sino-Europe dialogue, a rare occasion nowadays for
discussing economic crisis and Sino-Europe relation from the philosophical
and humanistic perspectives.

PolyU Vice President, Professor Judi Tsui addressed the participants
with great hospitality. Professor Tsui showed heartfelt appreciation to his
Excellency Ambassador Paul Tran Van Thinh, widely known as “maitre en
scene” of Chinese entry into the WTO, and underlined the significance of
this debate, “conflicts can be remarkably resolved in meeting rooms like

today. Dialogue can be controversial, but also establish mutual respect and

consensus”.
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Invited by PolyU, the 83-year-old Ambassador Tran shared his strong belief
in Europe as a European Commission veteran for 35 years. His memory of
wars in Vietnam where he was born made this Asian dedicated to peace-
making career in Europe. The European Union stands in human history for
its uniqueness, when for the first time foes turn into friends. Conciliation
has been reached between Germany and France, Poland and Romania.
Today’s world of ours differs from that of Jean Monnet, Father of Europe,
as we are more interdependent on each other which calls for a new mode
of development. If we failed to derive solidarity from this interdependence,
we could not possibly maintain peace. Should there be any problems occur
in Europe, the whole world would suffer as well. Consequently, a dialogue
between China and Europe is of great necessity, learning from each other by
sharing different experiences. Ambassador Tran asserts that the Euro crisis
is fading out in Europe and its relation with China can be more reliable than

now.

Mr Vincent Piket, Head of Office of the EU to Hong Kong and Macao
delivered an opening speech, reaffirming the profound meaning and his pride
of the EU winning Nobel Peace Prize, in which the conciliation between
France and Germany cannot be overvalued. He also pointed out three “pillars”
of worldwide peace and stability, namely political dialogue, economic and
trade cooperation, and multilateral relations including “education, expert

training, cultural exchanges, languages and usage of changes”.

Mr Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, conveyed
his attention to the Sino-Europe debate via video speech. He particularly
emphasized the historical status of Macau and Hong Kong and their bridging
role between China and Europe.

In her greeting letter, Madame Marianne Bastid-Bruguiere, member of
Académie des Sciences Morales et Politiques, Institute de France and its
former President, also highlighted the timely happening of this debate, just
after the crises broke out in Europe where the varying kinds of problems
made people give a second thought to the cooperation of European countries.
Similarly, China needs to rethink of its role and duty in the globalising world
amid its political and social problems brought about by speeding economic
growth.

As longstanding partner of the European Union Business Information
Programme, Mr José Luis Marquez de Sales, President of Institute for
European Studies, is fully aware of “the role of Hong Kong as well as Macao
had in the relation between China and European Union, because we know
that most of investments get going to China from Europe goes to Hong
Kong”. Hong Kong can play a greater role in the China-Europe dialogue
thanks to its geography, culture, history and economy. Mr Marquez de Sales
also proposed a more frequent exchange of Chinese and EU students through
university cooperation. Students who share expererience, communicate and
travel with their counterparts help mutual understanding on both sides.

In the hours to follow, Mt Peter Qiu, Phoenix TV commentator, hosted
the dialogue in which participants shared and exchanged opinions on

LERN3

“Euro Crisis”, “the Nature of Crisis”, “Tradition of Humanism and its
Enlightenment” and “China’s Role in the World Governance”, at some
point turning the debate into heated argument. Notwithstanding diverse
perspectives and positions, participants were secking consensus and carried

out a deepened level thinking,
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Professor SONG Xinning of School of International Studies of the
Renmin University of China, Jean Monnet Professor for European
Integration Studies, gave a featured speech on North-South relations
in Europe which countered the conventional geographic and wealth
gap reasons. He noted that the biggest reason for the European
debt crisis should be attributed to, instead of geographic variation or
development difference, economic and social structures. The crisis
itself is the outcome of multiple factors including politics, economy
and society. His analysis of the four modes of European integration
leads to a bright prospect of Europe, and the European unification
is an irreversible process. The South-North variation has a somewhat
positive effect, because the ethic of interdependence under discussion
helps “glue together” the entire Europe.

Professor QIN Hui of Tsinghua University defined the challenge
facing Europe as “sailing against the current”. If the economic
integration fails to forge ahead, the gained achievements may go in vain;
if the financial integration fails, the unified Euro cannot sustain either.
Humanism is in nature constitutional government, and culturally, it is
to surmount religious barrier. The European tradition of humanism
consists in incessantly replacing barriers between old and new churches,
Western religions and Eastern Orthodox, Muslim and Christianity, for
universal human notions. Europe successfully resolved Franco-German
dispute by peace and cooperation, and in a sense, achieving unification.
No matter how far the goal lies, Europe in general is heading for the
United States of Europe. But Professor QIN Hui reflected on a higher
level. To ultimately bury the hatchet, European culture should attend
to those entities with greater cultural distance, such as Islamic and
Orthodox countries. That is the reason why Europe cannot afford to
let go of Greece. In terms of economy, I think Turkey is more eligible
for EU membership.

Dr Peter Qiu, also a Europe expert, put a practical but acute question
straight on the table, why Europe talks about humanism on the one
hand, but rejects a country important as Turkey on the other hand.
Professor QIN Hui joined the discussion and said: “In Europe,
the biggest threat to humanism has always been the incompatibility
between nationalism and religion. Precious as the ultimate conciliation
seems after centuries-long rivalry between France and Germany, an
even longer conflicting history goes between Islamic and Christian

worlds.”

Mr Asad Beg, Head of Political, Press and Information Section of the
EU Office to Hong Kong and Macao admitted that he is not a Christian
but used to hear much about Trinity in his family. Both European
and Muslim, he is also a diplomat, and there occurs no contradiction.
Europe has its own way of embracing people from all corners of the
world. Notwithstanding success and failure, Europe has set an example

for sharing different values, which holds great importance.

Dr XIN Wang, director of the Economic Observe Research
Institute, related to the problems in China from the perspectives of
value, constitutional government and transformation. Of all, the
transformation at the current stage involves politics, society and

ideology, which poses great challenges and draws much attention. The

European experience and lessions will be of great importance for China.
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Professor YANG Xusheng of Institute for Advanced Humanistic
Studies, Peking University, noted that the Second Vatican Council
(1962-1965) had often been ignored when it came to humanistic crisis,
nationalism and religious matters in Europe. The Council, in fact,
resolved a number of problems on the spiritual level, more importantly,
bringing a start to the dialogues between Eastern Orthodox and
Judaism. As a result, inside Europe, Muslim has no longer been a big

issue, and even less a religious issue as to Turkey’s entry into the EU.

Colonel Manfred Rosenberg, executive director of the International
Society for Military Ethics, added that there are now 4 million Turkish
people living in Germany and the German Federal President lately
said of Islam being a part of German culture and in France, 20%-
30% citizens are Muslims. So Islam is a part French culture. When
French Muslims die in uniform for France and Europe, the problem is
no morte about religion but what they stand for. “Fortunately, we have
some famous philosophers in Europe, we have chosen this statement
of ‘Perpetual Peace’ from Immanuel Kant which goes very far back,
we have some philosophers who have reflected about the question of
peace and war, and this is a very important idea which is represented

here to state of peace.”

Professor QIN Hui continued with the question whether those
principles for resolving Franco-German conflicts could apply to the
feuds between Christian and Islamic worlds (Arabic Empire, Osman

Empire etc.) that have lasted for hundreds or even thousands of years.

Dr CHEN Yan, executive president of China-Europe Forum,
responded that the European Constitution includes cultural heritage
of European countries but it does not say anything about Christianity
or any religious heritage. To put it another way, the EU goes far ahead
in terms of religious integration when it disposed of religion on
establishment. In recent history, the nationalism in Europe mainly has
risen as clashes and conflicts among nation-states, rather than among
religions, so in this sense, the nationalism in European history occurred
only within nation-states. In terms of Turkey’s entry into the EU, it is
on the right track, but it will take a long while before any consensus can
be reached. The main problem is less about its Orthodox identity than
whether it is up to the EU standard in economy and politics. Turkey
now does not quite meet the three standards, namely democracy,
human rights and economic development. Despite its democratic
system, Turkey is also venerable to military dictatorship. Bills can
be vetoed by one single member state in the EU which also causes

problems because it is difficult to reach a consensus.

Professor Delannoi of Sciences-Po, Paris took the perspective of
democratic policy-making mechanism in Europe. It poses questions
why the EU should integrate Turkey, of which it is necessary to
convince the rest of Europe. The matter of democracy will arise if a
candidate is granted against the will of majority, and even worse, the

whole mechanism will break apart and national emotions be stirred.
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To the end, Professor HUANG Chu-ren, Dean of the Faculty of
Humanities of PolyU concluded with a thorough analysis of humanistic
challenges and the question of nationalism facing Europe from the
perspective of collectivism and individualism. Humanism can be interpreted
as extreme individualism in the sense that humankind places its interest
above everything else, or as extreme universalism that humankind’s well-
being is higher than any single human. On the other hand, humanism
presents itself within the domain of colonialism in the form of nationalism
which motivates weaker countries united to resist hegemony. It however
could represent in the scale of Europe a large collective group as opposite to
humanism. So, it is important that humanism should be accurately positioned

by striking a balance between collectivism and individualism.

Dr YU Shuo, Director of China-Europa Centre of PolyU, as the host very
much appreciated this lively discussion. She pointed out the low mutual
recognition between China and Europe despite some five hundred years’
encounters with deep knowledge and awareness of each other’s civilisation
“secrets”. The sovereign state mode of the 19th century still affects our
thinking and the national arguments dominate other perspectives. Such
statements no longer meet the human needs of the 21st century and the
whole world is eager to the guidance of neo-humanism. A genuine Sino-
Europe dialogue is to wake up each other in mental impacts, to contemplate
how to undertake a reform of thinking, how to surpass and transcendent
competition and how to establish an anthropoethics of solidatity in terms of
Edgar Morin, so as to enhance the recognition of an interdependent “Terre
Patrie”, jointly and ably resolving common challenges such as religious
conflicts, ethnic disputes and ecological crisis. Dr YU anticipated participation
and support to in-depth humanistic dialogue that involves the whole society.

Christopher Drake, advisor of the Henry Fok Foundation which has been
a strong supporter of the CEE and several other entrepreneurs attended the

workshop too.

F_BPREEREBAR=NEZAERSTT

CHINESE, SOUTH AMERICAN AND EUROP

sH28HZE30H, % mAMEEREHS =
TGS AL R P R E A . 20254
REKBHE. BRINFIFESE, 5B EE17R REL
Mo FENA=RIESWH, M1—EEN TS «F
ERBHERY « QOISFEJFAIHFZEL B R K
SRS AEI Ve

ARV 2 i E E b R AR AR RS (
RAEL) T hRAESBIETIN, E20124F “H
21200 2” HARFEEERT R IREE 3L RIMAL =7
XEFE7 BIRESE.

AR & B FEEL B A RES AR,
H5&REREETHE T REARE SRR HLtt &
RHEWER, FFEE 945 T TEIHBR TR R FA vl Rrst

EAN CSOs JoiN HANDS IN PROGRESS FOR CHANGE

The “Second China-Europe-South America Dialogue Meeting: Civil
Societies in Progress for Change” was held from 28-30 May 2013 in
Beijing. More than 20 distinguished CSO delegates representing 17
organisations from the three regions attended the meeting to discuss
issues of common concern relating to the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) and sustainable development post-2015.

This tripartite dialogue, initiated during 2012 at the Rio+20
Conference in Brazil, was hosted by the China Association for NGO
Cooperation (CANGO) and co-organised by the CEE.

The workshop had a special focus on the role of civil society in the
challenge of building sustainable societies. Delegates shared cases

with concrete and successful initiatives or projects, and lessons from
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national and international poverty eradication and sustainability campaigns

and policies. They also explored potential collaborations in the future.

Moreover, the delegates discussed a joint statement and recommendations
for the MGD evaluation and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
framework which would replace the MDG framework in 2015. The joint
statement would include the lessons learned from the MDG process, a
description of remaining regional priorities for sustainable development
in China, Europe and South America, a summary of main points to be
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integrated into the future SDG framework, recommendations for enhanced
cooperation for sustainable development between the three regions and a

shared vision for the transition to a new development paradigm.

The statement and recommendations will be submitted to the
national governments and inform the United Nations process on SDG
development. The full statement will be available on the websites of the
organisers.

CHEN YAN GAVE SPeecHES ON Euro CRrisis AND CHINA’S SocIAL TRANSITION
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On 27 May and 11 June, Dr CHEN Yan, Executive President of the CEF was
invited to give speeches on the Euro Crisis and on China’s Social Transition at
the /imen Decision-making Forum in Beijing and at the “China-Europa Forum
China Chat Room” in Guangzhou. Discussions with experts, scholars, chief
commentators, students and Internet users were also organised.

First of all, CHEN pointed out that the crisis in Europe should be considered
in a holistic way as it is not only an economic crisis and an institutional
crisis, but also a crisis of survival. He highlighted that there are at least two
prerequisites for Europe to get rid of the plight: technological innovation and
an economic growth in the context of globalisation. Therefore, the Euro crisis
is closely connected to China’s development.

According to him, having not encountered the same problems as Europe,
China has to face serious issues such as ecological and environmental problems,
lack of resources and energy shortages. In this sense, the European crisis
and the emerging challenges faced by China are, as a matter of fact, an issue
of sustainability for human beings. In the context of globalization and faced
with this crisis, China and Europe, or China and the world are bound to either
fight like cats and dogs for the energies and resources necessary to their own
development, or work together and make dialogues to seek coexistence, win-
win solutions and a transitional path for the human civilization.

Read more at: http://news.sina.com.cn/z/ouzhouweiji/index.shtml; http://
wen.oeeee.com/channel/5672.html

The “China-Europa Forum ° China Chat Room” is an online dialogue
programme jointly initiated by the CEF and Oeeee.com. Since its creation in
2007, it has organised more than 40 talk shows. In July 2010 a collection of
speeches and dialogues based on this programme, was published in simplified
Chinese language in a book entitled: From open Society to Civil Society.
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