
Synthesis of the Theme-based workshops

Session 1 : Major Challenges of China

First things first, we have to compliment everybody for their wonderful contribution to the workshops. The team in charge of the summary was not only 
overwhelmed by the amount of themes presented in the reports, but also by their quality. The present summary cannot match with the richness of the 
contributions. 

1. Chinese perception

After   thirty   years   of   economic   and   technological   development   with 
unrivalled   rapidity   and   extent,   triumphal   attitudes   are   not   dominating 
Chinese perceptions. Impression of changing and an almost unanimous 
consciousness of anew  transformation to come are more dominant.
 
Six main themes sum up this idea of a new necessary change.

Axis A : The first development phase favoured technology and 
economy. At the same time wealth increase created great  
imbalances.

Several workshops stated that the challenges China has to face are 
social, ecological , political and even economic. A first development 
phase, drawn by production, notably by foreign companies based in 
China, is coming to an end. Development is unbalanced between rich 

and poor people, town and country, coastal land and inland. Damages 
to the environment, loss of biodiversity, deforestation, brutal use of 
technologies like chemical agriculture, cities becoming common part 
of life, the harm done by exploitation of natural resources… such has 
been the price paid for this first development phase.

Axis B : a new great mutation is under way shifting the balance 
between society, economy and environment, free market  
development and public regulation. 
For most Chinese territories, a more balanced approach towards 
economy and technique, a new strategy of benefits distribution, a 
better capacity to subordinate technical and economic goals to human 
development and to balance society and environment are essential. 

Axis C : China’s future is built with asserted cultural heritage and 
dialogue with the rest of the world that respects differences and 
nurtured on convergences.
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Is there only one kind of modernity and does it apply uniformly in the 
world, including China or, with the present mutation, can China use 
its own history and culture as a basis ? 
Harmonious society must rely on solidarity tradition and care for the 
others. Family keeps all its meaning in comprehension of public 
services. Rich agricultural traditions, including on a technological 
level, are full of experience for a more balanced environment 
perception. Can Chinese scientific tradition bring something to the 
Chinese and the rest of the world ? There is an obvious tension 
between the assertion that “ China has a very different tradition that 
must be respected as it is” and the will to participate to an 
international dialogue.

Axis D : As it became a world­class actor, China has new 
obligations, new responsibilities, a new role.

China cannot develop anymore just by following the global trend but 
has to face its own problems. However, China stresses that, because of 
its weight  in the world, if it does its best to resolve its problems, then 
it will contribute to an effective global governance which necessity is 
strongly expressed. Several workshops underlined the importance of 
experience sharing, the growing need for China to respect 
international rules but also the desire to be treated fairly. China’s 
emergence will not only change international policies, it is also stated 

that in a global governance, that is definitely multi­polar, China can 
play a stabilising part with other great powers. 

Axis E : Because of society’s mutation and the new kind of  
problems that need to be dealt with, a redistribution of  
responsibilities and powers is on its way. 

This redistribution affects all aspects of society : relations between 
central government and local authorities, rising importance of NGOs 
and citizen voices, rebalance between economic power and the others, 
redistribution of financial resources, relations between big companies 
focusing mainly on international issues and smaller companies strictly 
local­focused, restoring the balance between “top­down” logic which 
is dominating and “bottom­up” logic. 

Axis F : In this new historical phase China needs to develop a new 
governance perception that is more global.

In   order   to   manage   simultaneously   social,   environmental   and 
economic goals,   to  create sustainable  food processing activities,   to 
manage at   the  same  time unity  and diversity,   to   take   into  account 
environmental and biodiversity balances, to make central government 
orders a local reality, to achieve water and energy resource planning, 
to make rights an everyday reality, the search for new governances 
that are more adapted to tomorrow’s challenges has begun. 
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II. EUROPEANS QUESTIONS

 Theses questions often have a particular resonance with Chinese concerns, and sometimes are a little sceptical on the concrete implementation of 
stated great principles :

− Is Chinese reference to culture that relevant and how to explain damages to the environment that are so opposed with traditional Chinese 
philosophy?

−  Is China really willing to play by the international rules?

− In reality, how are the conflicts between NGOs and local governments dealt with, and do the first ones have a real influence on policies?

−  Is China really willing to adhere to universally considered principles? 
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WT22 – The wealth 
and poverty: the 

search for a social 
model 

WT23 – The conception and 
management of public services 

WT31 – The polarization of 
development; regional 

development 

WT32 – The 
position of China 
and Europe in the 
global system of 
production and 

trade 

WT33 – The capacity 
of the economic and 
financial players to 

take a long-term view 

WT35 – Sustainable agri-food 
supply chains and systems 

WT42 – Urban design and urban 
governance 

WT54 – Land 
management and 
land ownership 

policies 

WT55 – Management of 
ecosystems and 

biodiversity 

The first 
development phase 
favoured technology 
and economy. At the 

same time wealth 
increase created 

great imbalances 

WT22-1a.01 – very rapid 
economic growth has 

reduced absolute poverty 
dramatically 

WT22-1a.03 – there is an 
imbalance between city 
and rural areas between 

developed and 
underdeveloped regions 

and east and west 

WT22-1a.06 – 
environmental 
deterioration 

aggravates poverty 

WT22-1a.02 – as a result 
of economic success 

disparity between rich 
and poor is now quite high 

and gets wider 

WT23-1a.02 – From the 
mid-nineties there has 

been a shift from a purely 
economical policy to a 

more social policy. Benefits 
from growth are not yet 

shared by the whole 
population (rural areas) 

WT31-1a.02 – 
Imbalanced 

development in 
western vs. eastern 

China and its effect on 
national per-capita 

income 

WT31-1a.05 – Geographical 
differences ; three major imbalances 

– more economic activity and 
inhabitants in the west than the east; 
heavy (State-owned) industry in the 

north and light, consumer goods 
manufacturing in the south; 

resources concentrated according to 
the region – raw materials (iron, 

petroleum) in the north; 19% of total 
water resources for 74% of arable 

land 

WT32-1a.06 – Internal 
consumer products 

market is dominated by 
enterprises invested by 

foreign (including 
European) multinationals, 

and threatened by 
monopoly of foreign 

brands. 

WT32-1a.07 – Chinese 
enterprises lack 

international sales 
network. 

WT32-1a.05 – China’s 
export-oriented economy 
is composed primarily of 

processing trade, which is 
on the lower end of 

production value chain. 

WT33-1a.05 – Despite 
many arrayal the “bad 

dead problem” inherited 
from the planned 

economy has still not 
been sold and weakens 
many Chinese banks. 

WT33-1a.06 – The 
problems the Chinese 

financial system is facing 
today are similar in many 

aspects to those that 
European post-

communist countries 
have to cope with during 

the transition period. 

WT35-1a.03 – Food nutritional Quality Poor 
nutritional quality have direct consequences 
on health and on working capacity therefore 

on economy (less work productivity,more 
health expenses). Problems drivers: 

-deteriorated soil quality together with 
intensified farming patterns -during food 

processing a part of nutrient quality is lost 
need to decide if to add nutrional 

components to food or to produce better 
nutritional quality food, -unknown impact of 
new technologies (for intance Genetically 
Modified Organisms) -limitation from low 

purchasing power 

WT35-1b.11 – A 
peculiarity of chinese 
food system seems to 
be have to face in the 

same time problems of 
hunger, mal- nutrition, 

obesity. WT42-1a.04 – This 
urbanisation is 
causing marked 

disparities among 
regions – the 

Eastern Seaboard 
being dense with 
cities, the West 

having few large 
cities. 

WT42-1a.09 – Present 
growth morphologies are 

making Chinese cities 
more homogeneous, 
despite the desire of 

Chinese urban planners. 

WT42-1a.08 – At 
present, growth is 
creating a loss of 

separation between 
old and new city, 
merging the once 
clearly articulated 

morphological 
differences. 

WT54-1a.03 – La différence de prix 
entre foncier urbain et foncier rural 

crée des intérêts lucratifs qui 
exacerbent le problème de 

l’urbanisation massive. Comment 
répartir les bénéfices de 

l’urbanisation entre les villes/les 
gouvernements locaux et les 
communautés villageoises/les 

agriculteurs ? 

WT54-1a.06 – Un enjeu 
majeur de la Chine 

contemporaine = la baisse 
en volume des terres 
cultivées, qui met en 

danger la sécurité 
alimentaire. Deux causes : 
urbanisation/industrialisati
on massives, exode rural 
(perte de motivation pour 

l’activité agricole). 

WT54-1a.02 – Enjeu 
majeur actuel de la 

Chine = urbanisation et 
industrialisation ultra 
rapide du territoire. 

Processus en 
contradiction avec la 

protection et les intérêts 
du monde agricole. 

WT55-1a.06 – Certain 
threats, such as 

deforestisation, are 
visible and illegal, but 
other threats, such as 

pesticides, are invisible 
and legal. 

WT55-1a.02 – The 
ecosystems have been 

unbalanced by the 
excessive use of chemical 
fertilisers and pesticides 

since the 1980s. 

WT55-1a.01 – There is 
tension between economic 

development and 
sustaining biodiversity, with 

the current models of 
economic development. 

There is too much emphasis 
on the idea of growth to the 
detriment of the concept of 

development. 

WT55-1a.09 – There are 
contradictions between 
laws for biodiversity and 

other laws regulating 
economic activity. 

WT55-1a.10 – Ore mining 
and use of local 

resources cause great 
damage. 

WT55-1a.08 – There is 
sometimes collusion 
between scientists, 

agricultural development, 
and agrochemical 

businesses. 
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WT15 – The 
management of 

scientific and 
technical choices 

WT18 – the change to 
education systems 

WT21 – The impact of 
demographic change 

WT22 – The wealth and poverty: the 
search for a social model 

WT23 – The conception and 
management of public services 

WT31 – The 
polarization of 
development; 

regional development 

WT32 – The position of 
China and Europe in the 

global system of 
production and trade 

WT33 – The capacity of 
the economic and 

financial players to take 
a long-term view 

WT35 – Sustainable agri-food 
supply chains and systems 

WT41 – The search for a form 
of governance suited to the 

challenges of the 21st century 

WT42 – Urban design and 
urban governance 

WT54 – Land management and 
land ownership policies 

WT56 – 
Management of 

mountain 
territories 

a new great 
mutation is under 
way shifting the 
balance between 
society, economy 
and environment, 

free market 
development and 
public regulation. 

WT15-1a.07 – En Chine, 
le gouvernement et les 
universités prennent au 

sérieux la propriété 
intellectuelle. 

WT15-1a.08 – Il y a trois 
types de critères pour 

évaluer les technologies ? 
économiques, sociaux , et 
environnementaux (inclus 

dans les sociaux) dont 
poids augmente et qui est 

profondément enraciné 
dans la tradition chinoise. 

On ne porte pas assez 
attention aux savoirs 
traditionnels et aux 
concepts fondés. 

WT15-1a.10 – 
Comment définir les 
priorités ? comment 

identifier la part 
négative. Ce qui 

facilite l’acceptation 
de la science et de la 
technologie dans la 

société chinois est lié 
au contexte 
idéologique. 

WT18-1a.02 – Improving 
the quality of education 

in line with society’s 
development 

WT18-1a.01 – Equity in 
education 

WT18-1a.03 – National 
standards and evaluation 

in curriculums 

WT21-1a.06 – Population policy : in 
fact 4 population policies : -1 child 

policy, 1,5 child policy (if girl as first 
child, possibility to have a second 
child), -2 children policy (boy and 

girl both issued from one child 
family), - 3 children policy 

(minorities may have 3 or 4 
children) 

WT21-1a.02 – Ageing 
becomes a big challenge : 

Old people : 65+ years 
-100 million today - 7% of 
population, 60+ years - 
150 million - 11.4 % of 

population, today, 
Proportion of 31.3 % of 

60+ in 2050 

WT21-1a.01 – Size of the 
population still an 

important issue : -With 
hypothesis 2.0 children 

per woman further 
increase of population 

-Target of the population 
policy: 1.8 children per 
woman. In that case, 
decrease from 2030 

WT21-1a.11 – 
Relationship between 

environment and 
population growth is 

also an important issue 

WT21-1a.10 – 
Employment : Urban 
old age participation 

rate is declining. 
Rural old age 

participation rate 
increase because 
young people the 
rural areas and 

migrate to towns. 

WT21-1b.02 – Change in family 
behaviour : What about the 

propensity to marriage ? Divorce ? 
(proportion low, trend increasing), 

Cohabitation ? Less extended 
families (in relation with housing). 

One person household ? In cities old 
women (economic support but no 

aid in daily life) 

WT22-1a.07 – there are 
already important political 
initiatives taking place to 
reduce disparities, these 
include developing social 

protection system and 
cooperative medicare 
systems, improving 

education and reducing 
illiteracy, abolition of 

agricultural tax 

WT22-1a.09 – to 
improve 

redistribution 
systems between 

rich and poor 
people 

WT23-1b.04 – 
Liberalisation yes or no 

and why? 

WT31-1a.07 – Finding a 
balance between the 

environment, resources 
and people’s 

development across 
China 

WT31-1a.09 – Four 
goals to pursue : 

sustainable 
development, 

cohesion, 
international 

competition and 
strengthening the 

population’s 
resources. 

WT32-1a.04 – Some local 
economies such as 

Guangdong are models 
of globalisation. 

WT32-1b.06 – How 
can China sustain 
the fast-growing 

economy without a 
sound financial 

system? WT33-1a.01 – State 
enterprises are still those 

that are the most in 
position to take long 

term investment 
decisions. 

WT33-1a.07 – The Chinese 
economic system is 

moving from a long-term 
view only approach 
characteristic of the 

planned economy, to a 
short-term preference. 

This shift is at the centre 
of apolitical and economic 

debate. WT35-1b.06 – To 
solve food 

production, food 
safety and food 
sustainability 

problems takes time 
(Europe has been 
working for fifty 

year on such topics) 

WT41-1a.04 – Main 
challenge 2 : 
setting up of 

common values 

WT41-1a.03 – Main 
challenge 1 : 

political stability 

WT41-1a.17 – government and the market: 
Free market economy is a big change, more 
power to enterprise and companies so that 
the market can play the rules BUT market 

economy can also bring lots of social 
problems à need a balance between social 

and economic development. 

WT41-1a.02 – 4 major social 
changes: ideological change (from 

class ideology to harmonious 
society : ; shift from a closed to 

open society; shift from a planned 
to market economy; shift from the 

rule of man to the rule of law. 
WT42-1a.02 – 

Construction and urban 
centres are essential to 

present Chinese 
economic growth and 

decisive to world 
economy in 21st 

century. 

WT42-1b.01 – 
What is the right 
balance between 
city-territory and 

compact city 
models? 

WT54-1a.03 – La différence de prix 
entre foncier urbain et foncier rural 

crée des intérêts lucratifs qui 
exacerbent le problème de 

l’urbanisation massive. Comment 
répartir les bénéfices de 

l’urbanisation entre les villes/les 
gouvernements locaux et les 
communautés villageoises/les 

agriculteurs ? 

WT54-1b.07 – Dans les 
études de prospective 

actuelles menées par les 
autorités chinoises, quelles 
sont les estimations sur le 
nombre d’agriculteurs qui 

doivent quitter 
l’agriculture dans une 

génération ? 

WT56-1a.04 – How to 
conciliate the 

development of tourism 
and the preservation of 

the cultural and 
environmental diversity 

WT56-1a.05 – Which 
policies to have the 

populations remain on 
these territories : 

ecological building, rural 
tourism, traditionnal 
handcraft, medicinal 

plants, local products 
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WT5 – Group 5 : On the relations ... 

WT11 – Chinese and 
European views of the 

individuals and 
society 

WT15 – The management of scientific 
and technical choices 

WT21 – The impact of 
demographic change 

WT22 – The wealth 
and poverty: the 

search for a social 
model 

WT23 – The 
conception and 

management of public 
services 

WT51 – Toward a new development 
model and a sustainable and 

harmonious society 

WT54 – Land management and 
land ownership policies 

WT55 – Management of 
ecosystems and 

biodiversity 

China’s future is 
built with asserted 
cultural heritage 

and dialogue with 
the rest of the 

world that respects 
differences and 

nurtured on 
convergences. 

WT11-1a.06 – There should 
be a difference between 

Chinese and Europeans due 
to their respective cultural 

backgrounds 

WT11-1a.05 – The point 
of view of Confucianism 
is actually an extension 

being 

WT11-1a.01 – There is a 
natural difference in point 
of views for individuals and 
society between Chinese 

and Europeans 

WT11-1a.03 – 
Chinese would need 
to discover the true 

spirit of 
Confucianism 

WT11-1b.03 – In what way 
is the self-representation of 

Europeans and Chinese 
embedded in the different 

traditions as they exist now 

WT11-1b.01 – What is the 
position of Buddhism in 
the dichotomy of familie 

vs. state 

WT11-1b.02 – What is the 
deeper meaning of the 
phrase ‘to leave one’s 
house’ (chu jia) in the 

context of the traditional 
Chinese society. 

WT15-1a.05 – Nous 
importons de plus en 
plus de science et de 
technologie. Devons 

nous continuer à imiter 
les autres pays ? 

WT15-1b.01 – Quelle 
science et technologie 
alternative en Chine, 

différente des 
occidentaux ? 

WT21-1a.09 – Female 
discrimination : Sex ratio 

at birth about 120 or 
more. Development 
doesn’t necessary 

reduce female 
discrimination 

WT22-1a.05 – strong 
cultural belief in 

solidarity and care for 
others provide an 
important base for 

development of 
Harmonious Society 

WT23-1b.03 – What is 
included in the sphere of 

SGI in China? 

WT23-1a.03 – The 
social unit of reference 
for users of services of 
general interest (SGI) 
in Chine is the family 

and not the individual. 

WT51-1b.03 – How can we 
explain the paradox 

between the place of the 
environment in Taoism and 

current reality ? 

WT54-1b.09 – Quelles 
méthodes traditionnelles 
et durables peuvent jouer 

un rôle essentiel pour 
nourrir les mégalopoles 

chinoise ? Quelles 
stratégies a-t-on pour 

sauver la sécurité 
alimentaire quand un 

agriculteur gagne 3 fois 
moins que n’importe qui 

en ville ? 

WT55-1a.15 – Record and 
assign value to ancient, 

proven practices, 
especially among native 
peoples, as well as to the 
conception and manners 
of traditional ecosystem 
management in different 
cultures. The government 

must take into account 
both the knowledge and 
the practices of native 

peoples. 
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WT4 – Groupe 4 : On governance an... 

WT5 – Group 5 : On the relations ... 

WT15 – The management of 
scientific and technical 

choices 

WT21 – The impact of 
demographic change 

WT32 – The position of China 
and Europe in the global 
system of production and 

trade 

WT35 – 
Sustainable agri-

food supply chains 
and systems 

WT42 – Urban design and urban 
governance 

WT55 – Management of 
ecosystems and 

biodiversity 

WT56 – Management of 
mountain territories 

As it became a 
world-class actor, 

China has new 
obligations, new 
responsibilities, a 

new role. 

WT15-1b.06 – Y a-t-il une 
bataille technologique 
mondiale que la Chine 

veut gagner ? 

WT21-1b.03 – What 
happens with social 

networks ? State tries to 
create networks. Change 

in people ideas about 
care. Support of elderly 

(young may have no 
time, no means, severe 
competition for work) 

WT32-1a.02 – Europe 
enjoys a positive image 
among the majority of 

Chinese people. 

WT32-1a.03 – China 
considers itself already a 
market economy country, 
despite of the reluctance 

of EU to recognise the 
market economy status 

of China. China considers 
it important to separate 

trade issues from 
political issues. 

WT32-1a.11 – China is 
impeded by barriers in its 

attempt to invest in 
Europe. 

WT32-1b.14 – Is China 
ready to accept the 

economic costs connected 
with environmental 

protection? 

WT32-1b.10 – How will 
China address the problem 
of a rapidly growing trade 

deficit with the EU? 

WT32-1b.12 – How 
will China be able to 
open its market to 

European 
commodities and 
services, in return 

for a fully open 
European market? 

WT32-1b.04 – When 
will China be able to 
float its currency? 

WT32-1b.02 – Can 
China ensure full 

implementation of 
WTO commitments? 

WT32-1b.03 – Chinese 
investments abroad made 

by State owned 
enterprises are often 

supported by government 
policies instead of market 

forces: can this be 
considered fair? 

WT32-1b.11 – How will 
China make concrete 

improvements in respect 
of intellectual property 

protection? 

WT35-1b.07 – European 
pepole have the 

responsibility to  inform 
Chinese partners on various 

standards 

WT42-1a.07 – China 
follows and learns from 
Western Town Planning. 

WT55-1a.07 – Certain 
western societies 

produce banned chemical 
substances in China that 

are banned in their 
countries of origin 

(paraquat). This is a very 
serious problem. 

WT56-1a.06 – Exchange of 
experience and know-how 

as factors of economic 
development 
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WT15 – The 
management of 

scientific and 
technical choices 

WT22 – The wealth and poverty: 
the search for a social model 

WT23 – The conception and 
management of public services 

WT32 – The position of China 
and Europe in the global system 

of production and trade 

WT35 – Sustainable 
agri-food supply 

chains and systems 

WT41 – The search 
for a form of 

governance suited 
to the challenges 

of the 21st century 

WT42 – Urban design and urban 
governance 

WT45 – The participation of 
citizens in the life and 

choices of society 

WT51 – Toward a new 
development model and a 

sustainable and harmonious 
society 

WT55 – 
Management 
of ecosystems 

and 
biodiversity 

Because of society’s 
mutation and the 

new kind of 
problems that need 
to be dealt with, a 
redistribution of 

responsibilities and 
powers is on its way. 

WT15-1a.11 – Les 
décisions relèvent du 

pouvoir central (état ou 
province) mais elles 

peuvent s’appuyer sur 
des initiatives ou des 
besoins locaux. Ceci 

implique, dans certains 
cas, une disparité du 

développement 
scientifique et 

technologique entre le 
provinces 

WT15-1b.02 – Quelle 
protection pour 

l’indépendance de la 
science et de la 

technologie ? Parfois, la 
liberté des scientifiques 

est confrontée à des 
limitations 

gouvernementales. 

WT15-1b.03 – Comment 
traiter la diversité ? 

coordinations entre les 
provinces ? Qu’est-ce que 

l’innovation pour vous ? est-
ce toujours de la haute 

techno ? Est-ce que ça peut 
être aussi des initiatives 

locales ? 

WT22-1a.13 – to build 
stronger social security 

system including a health 
care system 

WT23-1b.07 – Social 
policy :in China, what 

about universality 
principle in China ? 

WT23-1a.07 – There is a 
growing questioning of the 
transfer of tax resources 
from the State towards 

local authorities in charge 
of SGI. 

WT23-1a.04 – The family unit 
is brought forward in all SGI-

contexts. Individuals, 
companies and collectivities 

contribute to welfare. 

WT23-1b.05 – How does the 
public opinion respond to a 
transfer of resources from 
the richer provinces to the 

poorer? 

WT23-1b.06 – Who 
provides SGI? The 

state or the 
enterprises? 

WT32-1b.01 – How will 
society be involved in 

economic policy making? 
Is the Chinese government 

willing to accept 
involvement from the 
business community? 

WT32-1b.09 – Is the 
claim for new political 
representations a real 

issue for Chinese 
“middle class”? WT35-1b.08 – The power 

share in the food chains 
is one central matter; in 

particular way the 
relationships between 
small producers a big 
companies working in 
food processing and 

retail. 

WT41-1a.06 – Main challenge 4 : 
impact of globalisation on the 
government: communication 

challenge in 21 century: how to 
improve top down communication 

systems? 

WT41-1a.13 – -how to find 
a good balance between 

strong and weak 
government? 

WT41-1a.19 – Widespread 
recognition of democracy and 
low participation gap (lack of 

participation incentives in village 
elections due lack of local 

empowerment) 

WT41-1a.16 – central and 
local government: should 
give more power to local 
governments (experience 
for the past thirty power: 

fiscal power, now 
administration power, in 
the future should give 

more power in the 
political area). 

WT41-1b.06 – How to act 
in the absence of a legal 

framework and with 
political leadership 

suspicion about civil 
society’s action? 

WT41-1b.04 – Would the 
solution be in 

introducing more 
democracy within the 

CCP? 

WT41-1b.02 – How to 
combine relationship 

between individual and 
individual responsibility 
and the notion of public 

collective good? 

WT41-1b.07 – Is there any 
political courage coming 
from CN official in order 

to support public 
participat ion? 

WT42-1a.11 – In China 
there are significant 
conflicts of interest 

between 
builders/developers/promo

ters and the values of 
citizen participat ion – 

which are quite 
comparable to challenges 
in present day Europe. 

WT45-1a.06 – For 
the government, 
e-participation 
mean to solve 

conflicts 

WT45-1a.08 – citizens are 
waiting for more 

participation 

WT45-1a.11 – 
Development and 
increasing role of 

NGO 

WT45-1a.21 – 
Challenge : strong 

tensions due to 
scandals and conflicts 
of interests between 
local administration 

and villagers comitees 

WT45-1a.15 – Increasing 
role of research centers 

and media 

WT45-1b.05 – Q: what 
kind of channels can be 

used by citizens to 
communicate with the 
government? A: citizen 

can express directly 
toward the 

representatives, the 
representatives can 

collect citizens opinions 

WT45-1b.02 – 
confusion between 
participation and 

democracy? 

WT45-
1b.03 – 

control of 
internet by 
the state? 

WT51-1b.02 – How are 
conflicts between NGOs 
and local government 

handled ? 

WT51-1b.05 – Do NGOs 
influence society and 

politics ? 

WT55-1a.13 – Raising 
public awareness is one 

of the priorities. 
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WT5 – Group 5 : On the relations ... 

WT31 – The 
polarization of 
development; 

regional 
development 

WT35 – Sustainable agri-food 
supply chains and systems 

WT41 – The search for 
a form of governance 

suited to the 
challenges of the 21st 

century 

WT54 – Land management and 
land ownership policies 

WT55 – Management of 
ecosystems and biodiversity 

WT56 – Management of 
mountain territories 

In this new historical 
phase China needs to 

develop a new 
governance 

perception that is 
more global 

WT31-1a.08 – Proposed 
solution – discussion 

underway on the planning 
of ‘functional zones’ to 
organize development 

around a four-point model : 
optimal, targeted, limited 
and prohibited. Criteria 
based on environmental 

and energetic capacities of 
these zones to absorb the 

population. 

WT35-1a.01 – The 
approach to the problem: 
Holistic approach to solve 
such a multidimensional 

question generated by the 
combination of Sustainable 

Development and Food 
Supply Chain concepts. 

Main topics are food 
safety, production 

systems, farmers income, 
pollution and 

environmental effects. 
Main sustainability 

dimensions are economical 
efficiency, social aspects, 
technological background, 

management. 

WT35-1a.02 – Food safety and quality: Governement 
requirement is that 100% of food reaches high quality 

standards for both domestic and international markets. 
More than six ministeries involved (MOA, MOH, MOCT, 

SFDA, GAIC, AQSIQ, QS). Problems drivers: - market made 
of small companies -needs to define responsibilities of 

market actors (government, companies) -need for 
scientific approach to define standards, -raditional 

methods unadequate for scientifically based standards 
but have proven in the past that they can be valuable 

·unknown impact of new technologies (for intance 
Genetically Modified Organisms) -Harmonisation of 
international standards. Among all the models USA, 

Europe, what is the best for China ? 

WT35-1b.04 – 
What are the 
effects and 
tensions on 

rural 
development 

and jobs 
created by the 

process of 
concentration 
and evolution 

of food systems 
in China ? 

WT35-1b.12 – These 
problems cannot be 

solved only by technical 
means but need policy, 

social, cultural 
approach. 

WT35-1b.10 – The 
concentration of the 

production and 
processing does not solve 

the problems of 
complexity and lenght of 

the food chain. 

WT35-1b.02 – Food 
security is only one 
component of the 

Sustainability 

WT41-1b.01 – what are the 
principles that would guide 
the new/modern Chinese 

society indicating what the 
new citizen of CN is and 

how does he respond to it? 

WT41-1b.03 – What is the 
difference between the 

Chinese concept of 
governance and other 
country’s concept of 
governance? What is 

specific to the CN 
governance concept? 

WT54-1a.07 – Le 
gouvernement n’attache 
pas assez d’importance à 
la multifonctionnalité de 

l’agriculture et des 
agriculteurs. Le foncier 

n’est pas seulement une 
ressource exploitable, 

mais aussi un habitat, un 
environnement, avec 
toute sa biodiversité. 
Comment mettre en 

valeur cette 
multifonctionnalité ? WT55-1a.14 – Incorporate 

biodiversity issues in 
policies and daily 

behaviours as a whole, in 
addition to biodiversity 
policies. The executive 

power must have a 
correct concept of 

biodiversity. 

WT55-1a.05 – There is a 
loss of traditional 

practices in agriculture, 
notably methods of 

bioregulation. Techniques 
appear to be becoming 
streamlined. The same 
methods of analysing 

ecosystems are used, and 
this does not correspond 

to the diversity of the 
territory. 

WT55-1a.21 – There will be 
no maintenance of 
biodiversity without 

maintenance of cultural 
diversity. And without 

biodiversity there would be 
no cultural diversity. 

WT55-1a.03 – The 
development of cities 

does not take local 
characteristics into 

account. Whether they 
are small cities or large 

cities. 

WT55-1a.12 – There are 
models of inter-regional 
cooperation, for example 

in the Yangtse-Pearl 
River basin. Downstream 

regions subsidize 
upstream regions. 

WT56-1a.03 – Absence of 
global political vision and 

of representative 
associations 
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